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paragraphs and SIDS in three. Most ocean advocates 
seemed reasonably satisfied, although the language 

regarding an implementing agreement under UNCLOS 
was watered down. It now states that States will, by 2014, 
make a decision on the development of an implementing 
agreement. This is less than a commitment to actually 
develop an agreement. Likewise, representatives of the 
SIDS generally seemed satisfi ed that they had placed 
their issues before the delegates and secured substantial 
recognition of their concerns. They were especially pleased 
that the climate change section recognised their goal of 
limiting global temperature rise to 1.5 degrees Celsius.

In the end, however, the actual goals and commitments 
are not particularly ambitious or challenging, for a large 
part simply reaffirming past commitments. But that 
alone may be useful. Perhaps the most positive aspect 
of the outcome document was that it recognised many 
important ocean issues and raised the political profi le of 
oceans. Overall it seems that the attention given in the fi nal 
document to oceans and SIDS can be credited to the hard 
work over a sustained period of committed advocates and 
national representatives. Going forward, their work will 
be cut out for them in seeing that the goals embodied in 
the document are achieved.
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Ocean acidifi cation is threatening marine life, particularly corals and shellfi sh, 
affecting communities dependent on fi shing and aquaculture

The 16th Meeting of the Subsidiary Body on Scientifi c, 
Technical and Technological Advice (SBSTTA-16) to the 
Convention on Biological Diversity (CBD) convened from 
30 April to 5 May 2012 in Montreal, Canada,1 followed 
by the Fourth Meeting of the CBD Working Group on 
Review of Implementation (WGRI-4).2 This note will 
focus on the marine biodiversity and climate change 
issues discussed by SBSTTA, as these are likely to be 
the more substantive outcomes of the upcoming eleventh 
meeting of the CBD Conference of the Parties (COP-11), 
to be held in Hyderabad, India, 8–19 October 2012. The 

note will also briefl y review other selected outcomes of 
SBSTTA-16 and WGRI-4. 

Marine Biodiversity
SBSTTA adopted three recommendations on marine 

and coastal biodiversity: on ecologically and biologically 
signifi cant areas (EBSAs); on marine spatial planning, 
including draft voluntary guidelines for the consideration 
of biodiversity in environmental assessments in marine 
areas; and on sustainable fisheries and addressing 
adverse impacts of human activities on the marine 
environment. 

Area-based Tools
Since COP-8 agreed to limit the remit of CBD work 

on marine protected areas beyond national jurisdiction to 
the provision of “scientifi c and, as appropriate, technical 
information and advice”,3 the CBD has gradually focused 
its work on EBSAs for the identifi cation of marine areas 
worth protecting, without entering into the political or legal 
realm related to the actual designation and determination 
of the management regime of marine protected areas. 
SBSTTA-14 recommended including descriptions of areas 
that meet the criteria for EBSAs in a CBD repository for 
consideration by governments and relevant international 
processes, notably the General Assembly’s Working 
Group to study issues relating to the conservation and 
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