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Savarna Saviorism Towards Dalit Women

Dalits, especially focusing in on Dalit women, experience dominate
caste saviorism. Savarnas try to understand Dalit experiences but when
they do, they tend to dehumanize them completely. From Feminism in
India they explained, “This explorer’s [Savarnas] outlook to study the
‘exotic’ for satisflying their intellectual curiosity is a way of combining
romance with oppression.” This is suggesting that Savarnas romanticize
the caste system, and it is just a reality that they have to follow. Savarnas
fetishize caste in a way because they do not acknowledge caste capital, for
which they feel entitled to have dialogue and conversations only to help
maintain their intellectual supremacy. They have no willingness to unlearn
the system, for which they do not understand their privilege of their social
position. Some Savarnas are an ally with Dalits if it is in their own
convenience to engage with them. Dalit women are treated differently
purely because they are Dalits and are seen as less than.

Savarna's savior complex is trying to show that Dalits want "help", but
some of them do it for show and do not actually want to see change within
the caste system. They ‘help’ for the social image.










Examples of saviorism:

- Volunteering could be seen as saviorism because they
will attempt to help communities without the real
knowledge or consideration of what these communities
really need.

- White families adopting children explicitly from
countries in Africa, are seen as ‘rescuing’ that child from
Black culture

- Some films also have saviorism as their main plot such
as Hidden Figures. The department head, who is a white
male, has to be the ‘helping hand’ to desegregate NASA. In
the movie the organization desegregated quickly, but in
reality it was a slow process.

Understand This:
The "White Savior Complex”
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