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Original goals:

e Do some assistant work for my professors on their research
and academic project provided by Thinkfinity foundation
(http://webpage.pace.edu/thinkfinity/chineselearning/)

e Research Chinese learning materials at
http://webpage.pace.edu/thinkfinity/chineselearning/ into English

e Learn more about Thinkfinity and make full use of the
resources supported by Thinkfinity into teaching practice

e Improve my translation ability

e Learn more about how to work in a diverse cultural
background environment

e Learn more about how to use the various Internet-based
ways to teach languages

e Try to make more Chinese English teachers and learners
know about Thinkfinity, and wuse their free on-line
resources

e If Verizon is going to do marketing in China, provide some
relative information and prepare some typographic if

necessary



The progress and activities completed towards original goals:

1. Finish collecting and organizing the English versions of the
four main Chinese traditional festivals '

2. Add word-building section to the Chinese learning website
provided by Thinkfinity >

3. Keep doing the word-building section for the website

4. Collecting teaching and learning material for the website,
on-going

5. Learned more about Thinkfinity

6. Keep doing assistant work for my professors
Finished part:
See http://webpage.pace.edu/thinkfinity/chineselearning/

Appendix:

Qixi Festival

As a traditional festival in China, Qixi is sometimes called Chinese Valentine’s Day circa 1990s
to 2000s. In late summer, the stars Altair and Vega are high in the night sky, and the Chinese tell

the following love story, of which there are many variations:

One day, there were seven fairy sisters coming from the Heaven to have fun on the earth. A

young cowherd named Niulang came across seven fairy sisters bathing in a lake. Encouraged by

1 Verify with Professor Xiaolei Wang
2 See the appendix



his mischievous but loyal companion the ox, he stole their clothes and waited to see what would
happen. The fairy sisters made the youngest and most beautiful sister Zhinii (weaver girl) look
for their clothing. She agreed to do so. Niulang and she then began to know each other and later
they started their journey of love. After a while, Zhinii decided to live in a happy mortal life
rather than a boring ever-lasting life in the Heaven, so she left the Heaven secretly. She and
Niulang soon got married. She proved to be a wonderful wife, and Niulang to be a good husband.
They lived happily and had two children. However, when the Goddess of Heaven (or in some
versions, Zhinii's mother) found out that Zhinii, a fairy girl, had married a mere mortal, she was
furious and ordered Zhinii to return to heaven. (Alternatively, the Goddess forced the fairy back
to her former duty of weaving colorful clouds, a task she neglected while living on earth with a
mortal.) Niulang was very upset that his wife had disappeared. Suddenly, his ox began to talk,
telling him that if he killed it and put on its hide, he would be able to go up to Heaven to find his
wife. Crying bitterly, he killed the ox, put on its skin, and carried his two beloved children off to
Heaven to find Zhinii. The Goddess discovered this and got very angry. Taking out her hairpin,
the Goddess scratched a wide river in the sky to separate the two lovers forever, thus forming the
Milky Way between Altair and Vega. Zhinii must sit forever on one side of the river, sadly
weaving on her loom, while Niulang watched her from afar and takes care of their two children.
Their faithful love touched the magpies a great deal and all the magpies would take pity on them
and fly up to form a bridge for this couple. The Goddess had nothing to do with it but allow the
couple to get together once a year which, on the seventh night of the seventh month. The bridge
is called Que Qiao, "the bridge of magpies". It is said that if it rains on the night of Qixi, it is the

tears of Niulang and Zhinii crying for a lost year apart.

Reference: Wikipedia
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Lantern Festival

The Lantern Festival is a Chinese festival (Yuanxiao Festival in Chinese) celebrated on the
fifteenth day of the first month in the lunar year in the Chinese calendar. During the Lantern
Festival, children go out at night to carry lanterns and solve riddles on the lanterns. It officially
ends the Chinese New Year. The Lantern Festival is also known as the Little New Year since it

marks the end of the series of celebrations starting from the Chinese New Year.

Because the fact that first lunar month is called Yuan-month and in the ancient times people
called night Xiao, this festival is called Yuan Xiao Festival in Chinese. The night of the fifteenth
day of the first lunar month marks the appearance of the first full moon. According to the
Chinese tradition, at the very beginning of a new year, when there is a bright full moon hanging
in the sky, there should be thousands of colorful lanterns hung out for people to appreciate.
People will try to solve the puzzles on the lanterns and eat Yuanxiao (glutinous rice ball) and get
all their families united in the joyful atmosphere. Another popular activity at this festival is
guessing lantern riddles (which became part of the festival during the Tang Dynasty). Chinese
people hope that everything is satisfactory, and to eat Yuanxiao (glutinous rice dumplings) on
the fist night with a full moon in a year is to wish that all families remain united, harmonious,

happy, and satisfied.
Reference: Wikipedia
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Chinese Cuisine
Chinese cuisine enjoys the reputation for its color, sent, taste, and design, as well as its variety.

Due to the vast territory, abundant resources, varied climate and different living habits in China,
people from different places have quite different flavors of food, for instance, southerners like
light food while northerners are on the opposite, Sichuan people like spicy food, but Shanxi
people like sour food. As a result, many different cuisines unique to certain areas are formed,

among which that of Lu, Chuan, Huaiyang, and Yue are the more popular types of cuisine.

Shandong cuisine, also known as Lu Cai for short, is characterized by quick-frying, stir-frying,
braising and deep-fat frying. It focuses on the confection of vegetable soup and milk soup.
Famous dishes include Dezhou stewed chicken, sweet and sour carp, etc. Yue Cai is short for
Guangdong Cuisine, which is famous for its wide selection of materials, variety of designing and
colors, and original forms. It features tender and refreshing taste. Famous dishes are sauté shrimp,
roast suckling pig, etc. Chuan Cai, short for Sichuan cuisine, is famous for being spicy, hot, oily
and salty. Famous dishes include fish-flavored port threads, diced chicken with chilly pepper,
multi-flavor chicken, bean curd Sichuan style, etc. Huaiyang Cuisine is represented by the dishes
from the places along the Huai River and in the lower reaches of Changjiang, like Yangzhou,
Zhenjiang, and Huai’an. It is characterized by the careful selection of materials, the timing of
cooking and controlling of the heat, and the beautiful appearance of the dishes. Famous dishes
include Hangzhou roast chicken (commonly known as Beggar’s chicken), salty duck, braised

pork balls with stewed crab, etc.

Visitors to Beijing will definitely have a taste of the Beijing roast duck, which is the
representative dish of Beijing. It enjoys an international reputation for its date-red, shining with
oil, but with a crisp skin and tender meat. The place that offers very good Beijing roast duck is

the Quanjude Restaurant.

R
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Once upon a time, the youngest daughter of Emperor Yan, legendary ruler of primitive China,
went boating on the Eastern Sea. While she was enjoying herself, a strong wind rose on the sea
and her boat capsized. Just before she was buried by the surging waves, her spirit turned into a
beautiful bird. As it flew over the roaring sea, it cried sadly in the sound "jinweli, jingwei". That
was why people called it "Jingwei".



The bird lived on a mountain near the sea. It hated the sea so much that it decided to fill it up.
Every day, it flew to and fro between the mountain and the sea, carrying in a twig or a pebble
from the mountain and dropping it into the sea.

One day, the roaring sea said to Jingwei, "Poor little bird, just stop doing that meaningless thing!
You'll never fill me up." Jingwei replied, "I'll fill you up no doubt! I will, even if it will take me
thousands of years! I'll fight on until doomsday!"

The brave little bird kept carrying twigs and pebbles from the mountain to the Eastern Sea
without taking a rest.

From this fable comes the idiom "The bird Jingwei trying to fill the sea". We use it to describe
people who are firm and indomitable and will not stop until they reach their goal.
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Shivering All Over Though Not Cold

In the reign of Emperor Wudi of the Han Dynasty,there was a man whose name was Y1 Zong.
Because of the special Kindness of the mother of the emperor, Yi Zong was made a county

magistrate in the Shangdang Prefecture. After taking up the official post, he did very well in
managing the official business. He was courageous and resolute in bundling cases, and punished



anybody who violated the law, no matter whether he was a despotic person who was rich and
powerful or was one of the common people. As soon as he took office of Heinei, he had all the
members of a wealthy and influential family that had brought calamities to the local people
executed. For a while, the public order and the general mood of society in the Henei Prefectures
were greatly improved. If someone should lose something on the road through carelessness,
nobody would pick it up and take it as his own.

When YiZong was transferred to be the prefect of the Nanyang Prefecture, NingCheng, a
despotic property owner who stopped at nothing in doing evil, was living there. In order to
ingratiate himself with YiZong, NingCheng pretended to be very modest and courteous every
time he met Yi Zong and saw him off. However, Yi Zong had heard of the evil conducts of
NingZong and soon after he took office in Nanyang, he made investigations. It did not take much
time for him to find out Ning cheng's crimes and had him in prison.

Later, Emperor Wudi of the Han Dynasty appointed YiZong the prefect of the Dingxiang
Prefecture .At that time, the publica order in Dingxiang was very chaotic. When he took office
there, there were 200 convicts in prison, who had committed felonies but had no implements of
punishment on them. There were also more than 200 persons who offered bribes in order to
absolve those serious offenders from guilty. YiZong treated this issue severely. He arrested all
those bribers and severely punished them, as well as those serious offenders already in prison.
More than 400 convicts were executed in a bay. From that day on, whenever the name of YiZong
was mentioned, people in Dingxinang would tremble with fear --they would shiver all over
though not cold.

This story appears in the "Lives of the Merciless Judges and Prison Wardens "in The Historical
Records written by Sima Pian. The set phrase "shivering all over though not cold " is used to
refer to the state of being extremely frightened.
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Plugging One's Ears While Stealing a Bell

During the Spring and Autumn period, Z hi Bo of the State of Jin destroyed Fan's family. Taking
advantage of this occasion, a man went to Fan's house and tried to steal something. As soon as
the man entered the gate, he saw that there hung a big bell in the courtyard. The bell was cast in
high-quality bronze, and was beautiful in design and shape. The thief was very glad, and decided
to carry this beautiful bell back home. However, no matter how hard he tried, he could not move
the bell, because the bell was both big and heavy. H e thought and thought again, and believed
there was only one way to solve the problem. He had to break the bell to pieces before he was
able to carry them back to his home separately.

The thief found a big iron hammer, with which he struck the bell with all his might. The striking
produced an enormous crashing sound, which made the thief terribly frightened. The thief was
flurried, thinking that it was too bad to have produced the crashing sound. Therefore, he threw
himself on the bell, trying to muffle the crashing sound with his arms. How could the crashing
sound of the bell be muffled? The crashing sound still kept drifting melodiously to distant places.
The more he listened to the sound, the more frightened he became. He subconsciously shrank
back, and covered his ears hard with his hands."Hey, the sound becomes fainter, inaudible,” the
thief became cheerful at once," wonderful! The sound of the bell can not be heard when the ears
are covered." He immediately got some odd bits of cloth, made two rolls with them, and had his
ears plugged with the two cloth rolls. He thought that in this way nobody y could hear the sound
of the bell. Feeling relieved, he began striking the bell, one blow after another. The resounding
sound of the bell was heard at distant places, and finally people caught the thief by gracing the
sound.

This story comes from "Knowing Yourself" in The Annals by Buwei, written just before the Qin
Dynasty (221-207 B.C.) was founded. Allegedly, when Li Yuan, Emperor Gao Zu of the Tang
Dynasty (618-907) , read this story, he felt it simply ridiculous and said," This is what is called
plugging one's ears while stealing a bell."

Later, people have used the set phrase "plugging one's ears while stealing a bell" to refer to the
ignorance and foolishness of the person who deceives himself as well as others.

AKR=5)

FZ P EREFNAC MR A BIEK, N DNERZ G, WA, BLE SRR
TENAFAREIROPE R TERAE B SRR DU AR R ant,  AATTER AR
b R RS BN

A ERZAEARR EZIT, JaRZ 7 NI ST THE AARAT = K.



CNKRZ0r7 R NOX A A ORI, TR AEAT 0, BUHEZ HIR Eem 2 #r i)
RERZ -

Wang Xi-zhi is one of the most famous calligraphers during the Eastern Jin Dynasty of China.
When he was very young, he practiced his art every day and never stopped.

Later he absorbed the strong points of all the other schools of calligraphy, and developed his own
unique style of writing. Because of his achievements, he has been honored as one of China's
sages of calligraphy. One time, Wang Xi-zhi sketched in wood for an engraver to cut. Then the
engraver found the ink had penetrated one centimeter into the wood.

"Ru Mu San Fen" is got from this story, which means the calligraphy is penetrating. Now it is
often used to describe expressing sharp ideas or profound views.

P L

M NERIR 2, AR A A AT sl b AN Bt:  “IRERTS, B TEAR
ABATHEE? 7 AR B AR AEREEG, BINGRE EMBORBAR W], I BB
TIAME . 7 XD NBAHIER], TiRFER T, RGPS, 20225 1 s stk
iz .

JERNATHFEE A ST “ rabedbii” . AR B — AN 94T A Ak R H R IESF AR

o

Going South by Driving the Chariot North

Once a man wanted to go to the south, but his carriage was heading north. A passer-by asked him,
“If you are going to the south, why is your chariot heading north?” The man answered, “My
horse is good at running, my driver is highly skilled at driving a carriage, and I have enough
money.” The man did not consider that the direction might be wrong; the better his conditions
were, the further he was away from his destination.

The idiom derived from this story indicates that one's action was the opposite effect to one's
intention.

Beijing, capital of the People's Republic of China, is the nation's political, economic, cultural,
educational and international trade and communication center. Located in northern China, close
to Tianjin and partially surrounded by Hebei Province, Beijing also serves as the most important



transportation hub and port of entry in China. Beijing, Jing for short, is one of the six ancient
cities in China. It has been the heart and soul of politics and society throughout its long history
and consequently there is an unparalleled wealth of discovery to delight and intrigue travelers as
they explore Beijing's ancient past and enjoy its exciting modern development. Now it has
become one of the most popular tourist destinations in the world, with about 140 million Chinese
tourists and 4.4 million international visitors in a year.
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Shanghai, Hu for short, is a renowned international metropolis drawing more and more attention
from all over the world. Situated on the estuary of Yangtze River, Shanghai serves as the most
influential economic, financial, international trade, cultural, science and technology center in
East China. Also it is a popular tourist destination which is ideal for visitors to feel the impulse
of the modern development of China. Beside the modernization, the multi-cultural feature
endows Shanghai with unique glamour. Here one can find the perfect blend of cultures, including
the modern and the traditional as well as the western and the oriental. New skyscrapers and old
Shikumen lanes together draw the skyline of Shanghai. Western customs and Chinese traditions
jointly form the interesting Shanghai culture, which make your stay in the city truly memorable.
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